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RINK RATS NEWSLETTER – FROM THE MCFARLAND 
COMMUNITY ICE ARENA 

Welcome to the January 2026 edition of the Rink Rats 
Newsletter, from the McFarland Community Ice Arena board of directors.  Please feel 
free to reach out to us if you have any questions at: mcfarlandice.president@gmail.com  

 

GOALS FOR GRACE 

A big thanks to everyone who made the annual “Goals for Grace” 3v3 tournament such 
a success again this year.  The event took place on Friday, January 2, on both rinks.  
Proceeds from this year’s event will be used to buy additional equipment for the 
Training Center.  
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HOLIDAY ON ICE 

The Southern Wisconsin Figure Skating Club's annual Holiday Show brought festive 
cheer to the rink on December 13, 2025.  The event featured 24 performances by club 
members, synchronized skating teams, and skaters from the Southern Wisconsin 
Skating School, showcasing the talent and dedication of our local skating community 
throughout the year. 

 

Event Highlights: 

• Fundraising activities included entry donations, a bake sale, resale shop, and the 
popular chuck-a-duck (with the winner generously donating all winnings back to the 
club). 

• The Learn to Skate group debuted custom-made dresses for the first time, making 
their performance especially memorable. 

• McFarland Youth Hockey Association (MYHA) supported the event by running the 
concession stand. 

SWFSC thanks all the skaters and volunteers who made this wonderful celebration 
possible! 

 

NEED FOR SPEED 

On December 14, 2025, the Madison Speed Skating club hosted the Badger 
International Short Track Meet on the Spartan Rink.  It was the 4th event in the 
Heartland Racing Series.  Skaters compete in three distances: 500, 1000, and 1500 
meters.  
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 FIELD TRIP FUN 

Thanks to the donation of free access from the McFarland Community Ice Arena, 
McFarland Primary School students experienced the joy of ice.  Eleven groups visited 
the Spartan Rink over two days in December, where they participated in various on-ice 
activity stations.  Many of the kids said they want to come back and learn to figure skate 
and play hockey. 

 

 

GIVING AND GETTING CREDIT 

 

• We’ve raised more than $175,000 through individual, family, and business donations 
to help pay for arena expansion and improvements. 

• We still have room for you to be honored on the donor wall. 

• For as little as $500, your name will be added (while space is available). 

• Contact Amy Paulios, Capital Campaign Coordinator at 
mcfarlandice.advertising@gmail.com or call (507) 272-3128. 

mailto:mcfarlandice.advertising@gmail.com


4 of 4 
January 1, 2026 

WET AND WILD 

On the morning of Friday, December 19, 2025, Locker Room #2 became an impromptu 
shower room when a fire sprinkler went off.  McFarland Fire Department crews 
responded immediately.  Fortunately, Facilities Manager Rob Nixon shut off the water 
immediately.  There’s also a drain in the middle of the floor, so no harm done.  

McFarland Fire and Fencl Fire Protection officials believe the sensor went off when the 
nearby exhaust vent became too hot.  Fencl installed a new sprinkler head that can take 
more heat before going off.  

  

 

THINK SPRING 

 

Watch for the signup sheet to take part in the Spring Hockey 
Factory Tryouts.  We anticipate creating six boys teams and three 
girls travel teams who will participate in two tournaments.  There 
will also be two boys and one girls practice teams with optional 
tournaments.  Watch this space. 

 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 

• McFarland High School Hockey is red hot, with a 10-1 record as of January 5, 2026. 

• McFarland Youth Hockey Association has more than 100 kids signed up for its 
Winter “Learn to Skate” program.  

• Finally, plans are underway to remove the ice from the Spartan Rink starting in mid-
May.  This will facilitate repairs to several leaking pipes under the ice.  We’ll also be 
repainting the lines and adding other graphics.  Watch for future updates. 

 

If you have anything to contribute to the next newsletter, please let us know: 
mcfarlandice.president@gmail.com  

https://www.hockeyfactorydp.com/mcfarlandevents
mailto:mcfarlandice.president@gmail.com

